
Greg’s note: included for your review. Please make google doc suggestions 

using “Suggesting” mode. We will preserve this for next year. 

 

Bingo and Game Night – How To  

(Highlighted text are suggestions for making the event even better next time.) 

 

Advantages of this event as the Board Auction offering:  It’s a family-friendly, 

age-inclusive event, which encourages informal interaction with Board members, and is 

far less labor-intensive than the pancake dinner which the Board offered for a few 

years.  Although it may not be the biggest money maker in the auction catalog, these 

other advantages may outweigh that. 

 

Numbers – Past events set the price at $15/individual or $25/family.  Tickets are 

available through the auction, during lounge table registrations close to the event, and 

at the door.  The price is the same in all cases.  Consider lowering the ticket price to pull 

in more people. In both 2017 and 2018 most attendees showed up the night of the event 

without pre-registering.  Attendance in 2017 was about 50 people, and about 25 in 2018 

(the evening after the “March for Our Lives”.)  2017 sales were $285 at the door; we 

don’t have records on the pre-sales for 2017.  Total sales in 2018 were $215.   

 

Setting the Date – The date can be set when the auction offerings are being solicited. 

Board members can choose a date that is good for the majority of Board members, 

depending on what is available in the church calendar.  Avoid Montgomery County spring 

break.  Montgomery County Spring Break will just be 4 days in 2019: April 17 (Wed), 18 

(Thurs), 19 (Fri) and Monday, April 22.) Ensure that the space (sanctuary) really gets 

reserved on the church calendar.  There have been problems with this in the past.  Game 

Nights have been scheduled on a Saturday in March from 7 – 9pm.  (Reserve the space 

starting at 6:30 to accommodate set-up time.) At that season of year, it’s recommended 

to set a snow date as well.  Consider a Friday night rather than Saturday night.  

 

Publicity –  
● Provide a description to the auction committee for the catalog.  

● Flyer, email, social media, upcoming events in OOC would all be coordinated with 

Sara Davidson. 

● Ask the RE support staff (Ashley) to send the flyer to the RE families.   

● Remember to email families who purchased tickets during the auction with a 

reminder.   

● Presence (including demos of quick games) at the lounge tables close to the event 

may stir up interest, even if there are not a lot of additional registrations.  Any 

money collected should be marked clearly on a collection envelope and put into the 

safe.  Keep a list of names, emails, amount paid to be used for check-in the night 

of the event. 



●  Connect with someone active in RE to help with more personal invitations. 

● Middle School and Senior High groups (Pull in the 9th graders to sell pizza for 

their trip. Try to pull in others by giving them roles to play.) 

 

Food and supplies – Peggy Jackson has the Board-purchased Bingo game in her 

possession for safekeeping. Have Board members sign up to bring some additional games 

and some drinks and various savory and sweet snacks.  The scent of freshly popped 

popcorn is appealing to many.  Make it a dinner. With this plan, the event might be 

moved back to start at 6:30.  Serve pizza.  In keeping with our values, order from a local 

organization rather than a big franchise, especially if it supports people in marginalized 

groups.  Invite the youth to sell the pizza to assist in fund-raising for the Boston trip, 

encourage more youth participation, and provide more substantial food without requiring 

significant additional effort on the part of Board members.  Board members could bring 

salad. Include a big cake with a UU message as dessert – also purchased by an individual 

or group we want to support.   

Paper Goods.  Partner with the Environmental Committee to supply earth friendly 

materials (and pull them into the event). 

 

Prizes –In the first year of “Game Night” Rev. Michelle had some items which were 

made available.  In the second year we had a $15 gift certificate for Child’s Play and 

another for Politics and Prose.  Winners of Bingo put their names in for the drawing at 

the end of the evening.  Prizes could be covered by donations from Board members. Also 

consider Donut Dollar/Bagel Bucks: Donate $25 to the 9th graders’ Donut Sales and then 

make up $25 worth of “Donut Dollars” good for one donut or ½ bagel each. 

 

Setup Instructions:  

● 3 rectangular tables in a row on the kitchen side for refreshments.  
● A small rectangular table and 2 chairs near the sanctuary entrance for 

reception/“check in” 
● For the Bingo area in front of the stage, 4 rectangular tables arranged in a 

horseshoe, with an opening on the stage side with a chair and small table for the 

"caller".  Chairs around the outer sides of the horseshoe.   

● 7-8 round tables with tablecloths and 6 chairs throughout the rest of the room for 

other small groups to play non-Bingo games 

● There are cash boxes available for use in the volunteer room. 

 

Staff will not be available to do coffee/tea service in the evening, so if needed Board 

volunteers should know how to do it.  It might be a good idea to make sure that we do 

not need to set up chairs for Sunday worship if the event is held on Saturday night. 

 

Board volunteering:   

● All Board members bring food/drink, games, and help with cleanup.   



● 2 volunteers to sit at a reception table to check off pre-registrations and take 

payment from folks who did not pre-pay.   This will probably only be needed for 

the first hour or so. 

● Setup – 3-4 volunteers to make sure the room is ready, set out food/drink, pop 

microwave popcorn and set out bowls on each table 

● Designate Bingo callers (at least 2)  

● Assign someone to bring a “bank” of $5 and $10 bills for making change  

● Have each trustee donate $5 or $10 toward prizes and desert cake  


